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PRESS RELEASE 

  
For Release: Sunday, March 24, 2019 
 
The Honolulu Quarterback Club, celebrating 72 years, is pleased to announce the 
following Guest Speaker for their luncheon, Monday, March 25, 2019 at the Maple 
Garden Restaurant, 909 Isenberg St., Honolulu, HI 96826: 
 
• Kelly Grant – Head Coach – Boys’ Basketball – Maryknoll School 
 
The 2018-19 Maryknoll School Boys Varsity Basketball team, as a team are known for 
their stifling defense. A defense which aided them in amassing a record of 30 wins and 
two losses and ultimately the 2019 HHSAA Division I State Championship 
Trophy.  Make no mistake, this team has achieved this honor by dedicating themselves 
in the weight room, in the classroom and on the court. After losing in the semifinals of 
the 2018 tournament, the Maryknoll Boys Varsity Basketball team redoubled their 
efforts this year and became what some have called “one of the best defensive 
basketball teams in the state.” Over the course of their 32 games they allowed just four 
teams to score more than 50 points against them. In the championship game, the 
Spartans held defending state champion Punahou to their lowest scoring output of the 
season.  
 
Even with a dominant defense, the road to the championship required teamwork, 
tenacity and consistency. Maryknoll's season began with highly competitive inter- 
scholastic League of Honolulu where they would post an 11-1 league record that would 
carry them to a postseason showdown with Punahou in the ILH Championship Game.  
They successfully defeated the Buff ‘n Blue and made their way to the 2019 HHSAA 
Division I Tournament. In the tournament, they would be awarded the number one seed 
amongst the twelve best Division I boys basketball teams in the state. The tournament 
would see the Spartans defeat Kapolei High School and Kailua High School before 
meeting Punahou in the championship game, the fourth such meeting this season 
where they would defeat Punahou 50-34. In the process of securing the championship, 
Maryknoll won an astounding 13 games in a row and several of their player’s earned all-
tournament honors.    
 



Coach Kelly Grant – Coach Grant is the Head Coach of the Maryknoll Boys Basketball 
team and is a 1984 graduate of Maryknoll School. Coach Grant was teammate on 
Maryknoll’s 1984 Championship Team under the coaching of the legendary Tony 
Selitto. This latest championship continues a history of success that has seen Coach 
Grant’s teams win state championships, not only at Maryknoll, but also in 2007 at 
Kaimuki High School. Coach Grant has been a faculty member at his alma mater since 
2010.  
 
Payton Grant – Mr. Grant is a senior member of the Maryknoll Boys Basketball team. 
He is the son of Head Coach Kelly Grant, as is his brother and teammate Parker. Mr. 
Grant is one of the state’s top defensive players and is a team leader who helped 
ensure that the Spartans did not lose focus on their ultimate goal this season. Like his 
father before him, he was able to end his senior season cutting down the net as a state 
champion. Payton was also recently named to the ILH Division I All-Star Second Team.  
  
The Maple Garden Restaurant is located at 909 Isenberg (near the corner of King 
and Isenberg directly across from the Old Stadium Park) and there is free parking 
next to the Restaurant or street parking is available. The entrance to the meeting 
room is located at the rear of the Maple Garden building through the parking 
lot.  Lunch is at 11:30 am and the program begins at 12 noon. The luncheon cost 
is $17.00 per person for members and guests that include tax and gratuities. The 
food is fabulous! 

 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS INVITED   

Come to our meeting & celebrate this speaker!    
There is parking next to the Maple Garden Restaurant and plenty of street parking. 
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